Belgrade that I have ? I even discovered this morning tbat the Serbs date their claim to Bosnia backe before the creation of the Empire of Charlemagne.* In so many words. Just think it over. Now, if Austria gets into the scrap, we shall all be in it."
" I realise that things are serious in that direction. In fact, fundamentally it strikes me as the most serious side of all. But what I hope, and Madame Argellati agrees with me, is that, if there is a Turco-Bulgarian conflict, the Serbs will finally decide to keep quiet."
<c That's just the wish being father to the thought."
cc Not at all. They are not ready to measure themselves against Austria. They have an interest in letting Bulgaria weaken herself. Besides, Russia would hold them back."
Clanricard listened anxiously. For him the pleasure of argument never masked the essential pungency of events. He said to Laulerque :
ee You must see now that, whatever you may say, you do accept historical fatality - a sequence of events, all at once, about which nobody can do anything."
e<r About which nobody can do anything any longer. Ever since a certain moment. The i9th Brumaire. Even now I am persuaded that at any time there is always some point, somewhere, where one can take action. I tell you again that we have let ourselves be stupefied by the philosophy of history. The cult of the inevitable. Modern historical philosophers are the greatest malefactors since the Inquisition. I grant you that Bossuet is finished. But Hegel and Marx have started it again. They and the daily papers -there you have the best auxiliaries of the governments for crushing the peoples."
Legraverend, who thought himself a Marxist, and Louise Argellati, who had not read Marx, but venerated him among the saints in the Socialist calendar, protested, though without showing much annoyance. For Laulerque enjoyed a special tolerance in the company.
« I've mentioned Marx. Happily, there are Marxists who, unknown to themselves, betray the ideas of their master.

